EMBLEM SYMBOLS

Since time began, progress has been marked by symbols.  The figures of the emblem symbolize the progress American womanhood has steadily achieved in the long struggle against superstition and prejudice to reach high goals of opportunity and equality.  In 1919, a group of representative women met in St. Louis to organize our NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN.  Two years later at the Cleveland convention, its members chose for us our emblem, symbolic of the high purpose to which we are dedicated.  This emblem unites all of us in a common bond of ideas of understanding of purposes.

The Emblem of the National Federation consists of the following symbols:

NIKE - The Winged Victory of Samothrace, symbol of strength, progress, freedom, triumph, facing squarely the winds and waves of prejudice and all other limitations.

TORCH - Symbol of light, wisdom, principle and leadership.

WAND - Winged staff of Mercury, herald of a new day for women and symbol of opportunity, equality, cooperation, healing, harmony and power.

SHIP OF COMMERCE - Symbol of activity and growth, economic independence, and adventures in friendship.

SCROLL - Symbol of achievement, typifies our faith, ideals, and accomplishments, while denoting our obligation to the future.

These symbols, over the inscription, NFBPWC, are within the Golden Circle.  The circle representing the globe, signifies unbroken harmony and endless friendship.  The components of the completed circle are illumination, vigor, tranquility, development, and victory.

May all who wear this Emblem be worthy of its great symbols.  May our Emblem Creed be our daily guide.

