INSTALLATION CEREMONY

FRANKLIN COUNTY B.P.W. - APRIL 16, 2002

Lori McVeigh:   At prescribed intervals in the history of BPW/USA, a moment occurs - poised between a glorious past and a vibrant future - when the membership speaks its will and calls a new alignment of officers to leadership.  This highly important moment gives us the opportunity to express our immense gratitude towards our retiring officers.  Wholeheartedly, we extend our deep appreciation and understanding of the personal time, effort, strength and substance generously devoted by these officers in our behalf.  

May I ask last year’s officers and board to stand and let us take this time to thank you for all of your hard work and dedication over the year.   Please stand as I read your name and remain standing and please hold all applause until I have introduced all retiring board members:  Treasurer, Georgette Langevin; Corresponding Secretary, Claire Larose; Recording Secretary, Kathleen Tabor; Vice President, Cassie Hammond; and your own President, Pearl Gilbert.  You are in receipt of much gratitude from the local, state and national federations, for without you, we would not be able to continue our work as the leading advocate for working women.  It is year to year that our officers and board work to continue our mission.  Let’s give these women a round of applause for their contributions.

*
*
*
*
*

Lori McVeigh:  As we, the members, look forward with renewed dedication and stalwart purpose, it is fitting that we use this opportunity to look back and to pay tribute to those outstanding women, who over the years, have placed their mark of greatness upon the Franklin County BPW and the Vermont State Federation of Business and Professional Women.  With us on this illustrious occasion are:

(Recognize Past State and Local Presidents)

*
*
*
*
*

At this time will the newly elected officers and their installing officers come forward and be seated at my left: 

Treasurer Gina Jenkins and her installing officer, Christy Hamel [pause for applause]; 

Corresponding Secretary Anne Harper and her installing officer Heather Streeter [pause for applause]; 

Recording Secretary Claire Larose and her installing officer Janet McCarthy [pause for applause]; 

Vice President Diane McLaughlin and her installing officer Sarah Ostiguy [pause for applause]; 

President Elect Leona Brown and her installing officer Betty Crosby  [ pause for applause]; and 

President Jacqui Hood and her installing officer, Bev Connors            [ thunderous ovation - just kidding] .

Lori McVeigh:  You, the new officers, have been chosen to assume leadership in the Franklin County Business and Professional Women’s Club.  The members of this BPW have thereby delegated to you the responsibilities of guiding them toward the fulfillment of the ultimate objectives of BPW/USA.  They have, thus, affirmed their belief that you possess the necessary qualities of loyalty, endeavor, and vision to rise to these responsibilities.  The success or failure of your local organization depends upon the contributions you and your local members make.  With your entire BPW unified in effort, the officers can accomplish their objectives.

Your newly elected treasurer is Gina Jenkins.  Will Gina and her installing officer Christy Hamel please come forward?

Christy Hamel, Installing Officer for Treasurer:  Gina Jenkins, as treasurer of the Franklin County BPW, you represent the Ship of Commerce in our Emblem - typical of you as the financial representative of your local organization.  So to you, I give the white flower, a flower that stands for integrity.  (Hands flower)  Into your hands will be entrusted all monetary matters.  Through sound business procedures, you must safeguard all funds, dispensing them only at times and in such a manner as your BPW may instruct.  Furthermore, the local organization’s finances must be replenished through worthy activities and it is your duty to call attention to the need for funds, thus inspiring members to new efforts.  May you be able to show the financial records of your BPW the very best in history.

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Gina Jenkins, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Gina Jenkins:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Your newly elected corresponding secretary is Anne Harper.  Will Anne and her installing officer Heather Streeter please come forward?

Heather Streeter, Installing Officer for Corresponding Secretary:  Anne Harper, as corresponding secretary of the Franklin County BPW, you are the unseen messenger of your local organization; who becomes the contact person, through the written word with other BPWs, and with the state and local federations.  The Wand, ushering in a new era of opportunity for women, is a most appropriate symbol of your duty.  Through your prompt and courteous  handling of all correspondence committed to your care, may those people to whom you write receive impressions worthy of the high esteem in which your local organization is held.  So to you, I give the purple flower for thoughts.  (Hands flower)  May the messages you send forth contain inspiration and friendliness.

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Anne Harper, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Anne Harper:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Your newly elected recording secretary is Claire Larose.  Will Claire and her installing officer Janet McCarthy please come forward?

Janet McCarthy, Installing Officer for Recording Secretary:  Claire Larose, as recording secretary of the Franklin County BPW, the Scroll, recording our ideals and our faith, is the most appropriate symbol of your office.  We rely upon you to keep an accurate record of the business, the achievements, and the activities of this local organization during the coming year.  What you write will serve as reference and history for your BPW in the future.  I give you the green fern which has always been the symbol of life itself; for by your service, the memory of this BPW and its members will be kept alive forever.  (Hands fern)

The fern alone is not enough, so I place upon it this yellow flower which brings forth the fern’s real character and loveliness.  (Places yellow flower upon fern in Claire’s hands)  Therefore, inscribe not only the routine transactions but also the brighter features of activity, thus preserving an interesting, as well as a business account for those who come after you.  This is no small task and must be delegated to one who is faithful in attendance and dependable at all times.  May it be your privilege to record a most successful and happy year’s work.

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Claire Larose, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Claire Larose:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Your newly elected vice president is Diane McLaughlin.  Will Diane and her installing officer Sarah Ostiguy please come forward?

Sarah Ostiguy, Installing Officer for Vice President:  Diane McLaughlin, for you, as vice president of the Franklin County BPW, the Torch, the light of progress, lighting the path of the business and professional women of the future may well signify your readiness to give your organization the harmony and faithfulness that should accompany your office.  So to you I give the orange flower to symbolize your responsibility to work with the executive board’s vision, to help implement ideas, and continue looking ahead as you move along and strengthen your own leadership qualities.  (Hands flower)  You will work to bring new members into Franklin County BPW.  The light of progress given to you is progress and confidence in yourself, as well as the ability to bring Franklin County BPW forward in the community as the leading advocate for working women.

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Diane McLaughlin, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Diane McLaughlin:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Your newly elected president-elect is Leona Brown.  Will Leona and her installing officer, Betty Crosby please come forward?

Betty Crosby, Installing Officer for President-Elect:  Leona Brown, your symbol is also the Torch, the light of readiness and assurance.  It is your important role to assist and support the President and to be ready to stand in when she cannot fulfill her role.  You also must ready yourself through careful observation as you continue to develop your leadership skills.  You must be ready to move up as President and lead this great organization, as they have put their faith and trust in you.  Your flower is the pink rose so closely related to the red rose, your president’s flower.  (Hands flower)  As president-elect, give of your wisdom and experience at all times and strive to work faithfully with your president in carrying out your local organization’s high aims and ideals.  May you ever be faithful and happy in your trust.  

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Leona Brown, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Leona Brown:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Your newly elected president is Jacqui Hood.  Will Jacqui and her installing officer, Bev Connors please come forward?

Bev Connors, Installing Officer for president:  Jacqui Hood, as president of the Franklin County BPW, you have been given the highest honor BPW can bestow on any member.  Your position is exemplified by the most outstanding figure of our Emblem - Nike, who typifies the far-flung, triumphant mission of women throughout the world.  It is your duty to understand the aims and objectives of BPW/USA and to help us to interpret these aims and objectives through the Franklin County BPW.  You will be the voice of this local organization in national, state and local activities.  You are the representative of business and professional women in community affairs.  It will be your interest and devotion to your BPW that will encourage and stimulate its members.  Your local organization, to reach the full measure of success this year, will require a great deal of your time, which we know you will give freely.

Strive to keep your local organization’s character warm with light and life.  As a token of your honor, I give you a red rose.  (Hands flower)  True it is only a rose, but the rose is the queen of flowers, even as you are the most honored of our BPW.  The color of the rose stands for the love and strength that we know are yours.  May these attributes permeate all your activities throughout the coming year.

Lori McVeigh:  Do you, Jacqui Hood, promise to fulfill the duties of your office to the best of your ability?

Jacqui Hood:  I do.

Lori McVeigh: Please be seated.  Incoming officers, yours in the task of immediately familiarizing yourselves with the duties of your offices.  Proceed with these duties in the spirit of devotion and endeavor.  As leaders, protect the high ideals of BPW/USA and live up to its mission and goals.  Focus your attention on the larger objectives by working together.  I know each of your will count it an honor and a privilege to serve your local organization.

Members of the Franklin County BPW, you have chosen these representatives to voice your wishes in all matters related to the functioning of your local BPW.  While you have entrusted the destiny of your BPW to them, never forget that in the last analysis, these officers are only your spokespeople.  Yours is the task of assisting and advising them; of supporting them in the chosen policies of your BPW; and of working with them in community affairs.  Unite with them in common service to the business and professional women of the world.  

With this unity of purpose as endless as the golden circle enclosing our emblem, I declare these officers duly installed for the year 2002-2003.

Members of the Franklin County BPW, please rise.

I present to you your new officers:

Treasurer - Gina Jenkins

Corresponding Secretary - Anne Harper

Recording Secretary - Claire Larose

Vice President - Diane McLaughlin

President-Elect - Leona Brown and

Your President - Jacqui Hood

(Applause).  

Lori McVeigh:  Please be seated.

Lori McVeigh:  We will now have the Pin Ceremony.  Will Pearl Gilbert and Jacqui Hood  please come forward?

Jacqui Hood:  Pearl, it seems like much more than a short year ago when I stood here and proudly watched you be installed as President of our BPW.  During the past year, I have watched as you led our organization, giving untiringly of your time and efforts to continue in our important work.  You have truly been not only a wonderful friend to me but an inspiration to all of our members.  With the gratitude of our organization and my own deep appreciation for all that you have done, I present you with the Past President’s pin and invite you to join in this illustrious group which helps keep our organization vibrant by blending the tradition of the past with the goals for our future.  (Jacqui pins Past President’s pin on Pearl).

In addition, I would like to present you with these symbols of our organization’s gratitude for your many hours of hard work and dedication above and beyond the call of duty. [Jacqui makes presentations]. (After the presentations, they return to their seats).

Lori McVeigh: Will Donna Roby, President of the Past Presidents Organization and Pearl Gilbert please come forward.

Donna Roby:  In the tradition of our great organization, each year the outgoing President’s name is engraved on the Franklin County Business & Professional Women’s Club Past President’s Placque which is hung in St. Albans City Hall as a testament to the contributions of each of these women to the strength of our organization.  You, Pearl, have the honor of being the first Past President whose name is engraved on the third of these placques [shows new placque] which will be hung in City Hall this week.  Congratulations, Pearl, on a job well done!  [Donna returns to her seat, Pearl stays at the podium with Lori McVeigh].

Lori McVeigh:   Will Jacqui Hood please come forward?  Pearl Gilbert, you must have sensed that you have had the hearts of this fine organization with you throughout this year.  With deepest appreciation to you for your dedicated and outstanding service in their behalf this year, and with affectionate personal esteem, we now watch as you pass to your successor the President’s Pin.  [Pearl pins President’s pin on Jacqui].

Lori McVeigh:  We will now have the bestowing of the Gavel.  Jacqui has asked that her friend and mentor, Pearl Gilbert, present her with the gavel. 

[Pearl presents Jacqui with the gavel, the symbol of the office of President].

Lori McVeigh:   (Lori introduces Jacqui Hood who then makes her acceptance speech).

[After acceptance speech]:

Jacqui Hood:   If there is no further business to come before the members, I would entertain a motion for adjournment. 

Motion made by_______________, Seconded by _____________________.  Time meeting adjourned______.

Lori McVeigh:  We will now have a receiving line to congratulate our new officers.   Thank you for attending and have a safe trip home.

