EMBLEM

Since the beginning of time, the progress of events and people has been marked by symbols.  The use of symbols (emblems) has been passed down through the ages to our present generation.  We are more aware of symbols now than ever before and as we come to recognize a symbol or emblem, we are reminded of the object or idea which it represents.

The BPW Emblem is the symbol of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc.  The figures of the emblem symbolize the progress American womanhood has steadily achieved in the long struggle against superstition and prejudice to reach high goals of opportunity.  These represent the emergence of women into the business and professional world with unlimited possibilities for growth.

Our Emblem's history began with the first birthday of the National Federation, during the Saint Paul Convention in 1920.  The first National President, Miss Gail Laughlin appointed a committee of three to work toward a selection of a design for a Federation Emblem.  In February, 1921, under the leadership of Mrs. Lena Lake Forest, second National President, the committee selected from a number of submitted designs, the one we now use.  Our Emblem was designed to symbolize the SPIRIT OF PROGRESS to which our Federation is dedicated.  The figures of our emblem symbolize the progress women have steadily achieved in reaching high goals of opportunity and equality and unite all of us in a common bond of ideals of un​derstanding and of purpose.
First they chose the Torch... a flaming Torch of Leadership lighting the way to a more perfect civilization, a higher plane of living and a nobler sense of duty.  This Torch first shed its light in America in 1919, and its beams are now lighting many foreign countries, banding together women of many lands.  By its light alone can you read the record of the Past and write the story of the Present.  Hand in hand, around the world, women are guided by the Flaming Torch of Wisdom, symbols of Light and Truth.

Next they chose the Winged Wand of Mercury...a symbol of harmony, ushering in a new day of unlimited opportunity and possibility for all.  It is said of the Wand that one day Caduceus came upon two snakes quarrelling and he thrust his wand between them.  In peace, the snakes twined themselves around the wand and made it a living symbol of harmony.  Since then the Wand has symbolized the powers of healing, patience and forbearance.  The Wand of Mercury proclaims a new era of opportunity and bridges the span from the past to the future -- a future filled with challenges for each of us.  We shall go forth on these new paths and shall walk in them without fear, for the Wand is the sign of peace and friendship.

Their third choice was the Scroll of Achievement on which are recorded the aims, the faith and the knowledge of womanhood.  They have carried us far.  Faith leads us forward and Knowledge gives us power and confidence.  The Scroll is only partly unrolled.  What appears next upon it depends upon each of us.  Much has been accomplished, but an even greater task remains before our final goal can be reached.  We must continue constantly with our effort for self-improvement.  Through the Scroll we express our ideals and achievements, our faith in the future, and our obligation to those who follow in our footsteps.  Therefore, I charge you to push ever onward, sparing no effort to win the heights.

The ship of Commerce, which typifies the entrance of women into business, brings opportunity to us all.  This swift-winged messenger of good-will carries our message of friendship throughout the world, breaking down giant barriers of distrust.  The Ship has brought us freedom, financial independence, individuality and recognition of ability.  We are carried far in our search for self-expression and emancipation.  By carefully following her steady progress we shall learn cooperation, self-reliance, fairness, honesty; above all we shall obtain economic independence.  The Ship of Commerce, carrying the products of mankind from shore to shore, brings all people into useful service to each other, and builds mutual understanding and friendship.

Last, NIKE of Samothrace, the Goddess of Victory --NIKE, the winged Victory of Samothrace, glorious expression of forward movement, given to the world by classic Greek art, epitomizes the steady progress which our Federation must have in accomplishing its objective of advancing women's place in the world.  Nike depicts individual strength, freedom and triumph, which our organization must have in order to face the storms of prejudice and limitations.  Nike, representative of the prow of a ship, facing the waves with courage and victory, leads us forward united in purpose with loyalty and love.  May we ever follow her leadership toward opportunity and accomplishment.

The Torch of Truth, the Wand of Harmony, the Scroll of Knowledge, the Ship of Progress and Woman Victorious are joined together in an endless golden circle of friendship.  The greatest treasure on earth, that of love--a priceless gift for us all--is closely held by this endless Golden Circle.  The letters: N-F-B-P-W-C, standing for NATIONAL FEDERATION of BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, identify us before the world.  The numbers inscribed on the scroll show the founding date of the Federation:  1919.
May all who wear this Emblem be worthy of its great symbols.  Press ever onward for the advancement of women and for friendship between all people.  You are one of this great body of women.  Hold this Emblem high for the entire world to see; ever cherish the great ideals expressed in the Emblem Collect.  Let us pray:
"Give us, O God, a realization of what our Emblem stands for, with its standards before us, may our lives be a little stronger and finer than yesterday;

May we weed out a little more of the selfishness and greed that makes life petty;

Reveal to us the beauty of the golden circle binding women to high ideals in these United States.  And, O Lord God of Hosts, may we forget not the meaning of this Emblem;  The need of knowledge, our responsibility to the business world, the opportunity to uplift and the ever increasing need to be kind." 

Amen

