The following ceremony was written for my state installation.  It can be tailored to each office that is installed at the state, but also at all levels.  Please use it and change the quotes if you like with Honor, Courage and Commitment to all you do!

Shelley Ann Maloney, 2003-2004 State President, CT Federation

HONOR, COURAGE, COMMITMENT

Installation Ceremony

Saturday, May 17, 2003

This ceremony is dedicated to Wanda Owens, a woman who truly exemplified Honor, Courage and Commitment in all she accomplished.

Tonight we step into the vast unknown of a new year for Connecticut Business and Professional Women’s Clubs.

Before we do so, I ask that the current officers please stand and receive the recognition that is justly theirs (please ask the following to stand up to receive applause) – INSERT NAMES OF STATE OFFICERS HERE SO THEY CAN BE RECOGNIZED.  Thank you ladies for your hard work  this year. 

Much is said about a person’s honor, courage and commitment in both their professional and personal lives.    Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady during WWII, United States representative and one of the founders of the United Nations and author of a daily newspaper column called My Day, talks about courage this way:

“I gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which I must stop and look fear in the face… I say to myself, I’ve lived through this and can take the next thing that comes along… We must do the things we think we cannot do.”

The ceremony I celebrate with you tonight incorporates the attributes of honor, courage and commitment which are vital if we are to grow and thrive in today’s ever changing environment.

Will ____name of person____________, Nominations Chair, from_​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__name of local_______ BPW please come forward?

___NAME___________________, you have been elected by your peers to be the “Eyes and Ears” of the  (STATE) Federation.  To you has been given the task of finding and promoting worthy candidates for State Offices.  The Federation knows that it asks much of you, but has in you one who truly has the Federation’s interests always at heart, since you are the bell that rings and brings people to know and hear about us.  This brings HONOR to you and all who come in contact with you.   Your quote is from Connecticut’s own, Annie Dillard, author of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek.  

“I had been my whole life a bell and never knew it until at that moment I was lifted and struck.”

Do you ____________________, accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation?  (say yes).  Thank you.  

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Honor.  Congratulations!

Will __NAME_______________________,  from __NAME OF LOCAL__________ BPW, Regional One Director, and _NAME___________________________, from __NAME OF LOCAL_______________________ BPW, Regional Two Director,  please come forward?

_______NAME___________ and _____NAME____________, you have been elected by your peers to the office of Regional Director of the  (STATE) Federation.  To both of you has been given the task of supporting and promoting the Federation at all local events, visiting each as time permits.  Your tasks may seem complex but are in the end straightforward since your task is to be the liaison between local, state and national federations.  Always remember that you are the one that can by your words and actions create understanding.    Your visits to local chapters, wether invited or not, will show the true COURAGE that we know you possess.  Your quote comes from Anne Frank who even though she led a short life during one of the most terrible times in our planet’s history, it was filled to the brim and is a beacon for all who follow her:

“Whoever is happy will make others happy too.  (S)he who has courage and faith will never perish in misery.”

Do you _NAME___________________ and ___NAME________________________, accept the responsibilities of your elected positions and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation?  (say yes).  Thank you

I therefore give to each of you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Courage.  Congratulations!

Will __NAME___________________________, Treasurer, from _NAME OF LOCAL___________________ BPW and __NAME____________________, Assistant Treasurer, from _NAME OF LOCAL______________________ BPW please come forward?

_____NAME_________________, you have been elected by your peers to be the “Keeper of the Funds” for (STATE) BPW.  To you has been given the task of keeping accurate records of all income and dispersements, notifying the Federation when the need for funds arises and keeping your records in a fashion that brings HONOR to you and all who view them. 

__NAME___________________, you have been elected by your peers to be the “Assistant Keeper of the Funds) for (STATE) BPW.  To you has been given the task of assisting (put treas’s name here) in all ways possible and, if need be, step into her shoes should the need arise, thus bringing HONOR to you and all who know your work.  To both of you I give a quote from Carrie Chapman Catt, one of the people who set and kept the wheel of women’s rights in motion:

“When a just cause reaches its floodtide…whatever stands in the way must fall before its overwhelming power (1911).”

Do you __NAME__________________, and __NAME_____________________, accept the responsibilities of your elected positions and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation?  (both say yes).  Thank you.  

I therefore give to each of you a token of your office.  Please wear them with Honor.  Congratulations!

Will __NAME__________________________, Recording Secretary, from NAME OF LOCAL__________________ BPW please come forward?  _NAME________________________, you are the unseen messenger of the  (STATE) Federation.  To you comes the task of faithfully recording the minutes of all meetings, replying to correspondence that is received and other tasks that may come to you during the year, all the while serving with COMMITMENT to the Federation in all ways.   Your quote is from author Edith Wharton:


“There are two ways of spreading light -- to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it.”

Do you, _NAME___________________ , accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation?  (say yes).  Thank you.  

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Commitment.  Congratulations!

Will _NAME________________________ , 1st  Vice President  from _NAME OF LOCAL_______________________ BPW and _NAME_________________________ , 2nd Vice President, from_NAME OF LOCAL________________________ BPW please come forward?

_____NAME_________________________, you have been elected by your peers as 2nd Vice President of the (STATE) Federation.  To you now is given the task of providing the membership with fresh ideas while always remembering that the need of the whole cannot be fulfilled without remembering the need of the individual.  Your COURAGE in meeting the needs of existing and new members is what makes you unique among your peers.   Your quote is from Leon Blum:

“Life  does not give itself to one who tries to keep all its advantages at once.  I have often thought morality may perhaps consist solely in the courage of making a choice.”

Do you, _NAME__________________________, accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation? (say yes).  Thank you.

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Courage.  Congratulations!

Will _NAME_________________________________, 1st Vice President, from _NAME OF LOCAL________________ BPW please come forward?

______NAME_______________________, you have been elected by your peers as 1st Vice President of the (STATE) Federation.  To you is now given the task of providing the membership with programs that will not only enlighten them but make them want to know more – a sure sign that you have done your job well!  Your COURAGE in meeting the needs of the membership is what makes you unique among your peers.   Your quote is from singer Helen Reddy who in her song “I Am Woman” helped lead the revolution for millions of women to stand up and lead the way for not only themselves but the future:


“If I have to I can do anything.  I am strong, I am invincible, I am woman.”

Do you, _NAME__________________________, accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation? (say yes).  Thank you.

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Courage.  Congratulations!

Will         NAME      , President Elect, from    NAME OF LOCAL      BPW please come forward?

     NAME, you have been elected to the second highest office our Federation can bestow on a member.  It is your duty now to enlighten yourself about the Federation and the duties which will be yours next year.  Your COMMITMENT to the (STATE) Federation is not taken lightly.  You have shown this in all that you have done and will continue to do.  You are the “twin” of the president in all but title, learning from all she will say and do during her term this year.   Your COURAGE now truly shines like the beacon on shore, always there and ever ready to show the true path through storm and tempest.  Your quotes are from Susan Brownell Anthony, advocate for women’s rights during the 19th century and Anne Bradstreet:

Susan B Anthony

“Cautious, careful people, always casting about to preserve their reputation and social standing, never can bring about a reform.  Those who are really in earnest must be willing to be anything or nothing in the world’s estimation.”

Anne Bradstreet

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.”

Do you,    NAME, accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation? (say yes).  Thank you.

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Courage and Commitment.  Congratulations!

Will      NAME, President, from the       NAME OF LOCAL BPW please come forward?

Shelley, you have been given the highest HONOR our Federation can bestow on a member, that of President.  It is now your duty to continue to familiarize yourself not only with the workings of the (STATE) Federation but also of the National Federation, being the clear voice of reason for all members, past, present and to come.   Your COURAGE and COMMITMENT to your duties cannot be challenged, for you have shown through your work that you truly have the Federation’s best interests at heart on all levels.  If the road becomes rocky, do not hesitate to speak up for only in honest discussion can matters be resolved to the benefit of all. 

Your quote is paraphrased from President John Fitzgerald Kennedy:

“For of those to whom much is given, much is required.  And when at some future date

the high court of history sits in judgement on each of us, recording whether in our brief span of service we fulfilled our responsibilities to the state, our success or failure, in whatever office we hold, will be measured by the answers to four questions:  First, were we truly women of courage…Second, were we truly women of judgement…Third, were we truly women of integrity…Finally, were we truly women of dedication?”

Do you, NAME    , accept the responsibilities of your elected position and promise to serve with Honor, Courage and Commitment to the Federation? (say yes).  Thank you.

I therefore give to you a token of your office.  Please wear it with Honor, Courage and Commitment.  Congratulations!

Members of the (STATE) Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, these are your elected representatives.  Always remember that they serve you, the member, now and all who will follow you.  Your election of them to these positions shows that you know they are the best.  Remember that they serve at your discretion with HONOR, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT.  

By the power vested in me by the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., I hereby declare these, your representatives, duly installed as the 2003-2004 State Officers of the (STATE) Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs.

May they continue to serve the membership with HONOR, COURAGE and COMMITMENT not only in their term but well into the future!

Congratulations!

