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The bylaws of any organization serve many purposes.  The most important use of bylaws is in the operation of the organization.  Changes over the years reflect a history of the organization. 

The Business and Professional Women’s organization has always mandated certain statements in the bylaws of the subordinate organizations.  Each officer and member should have a copy of the bylaws and should be familiar with them.  It is also crucial that organization officers (and members) understand the use of the bylaws in operation of the organization.
Responsibilities of Local Organization Bylaws Committee Chairperson:

1) Send a current copy of the bylaws of the Local Organization at beginning of 2015-16 year to KFBPW Chair in order to create “bank” of Local Organization Bylaws.  Please send this by 9/01/15.
2) Ascertain that the bylaws have been updated in accordance with the latest version of Model Local Organization Bylaws provided by KFBPW* (available on KFBPW website ( www.bpw-ky.org ) - contact Bylaws Chair if you have questions).
3) Forward to KFBPW Bylaws Chair one copy of the local organization bylaws (as a Word document) for review and approval. This should be done as soon as possible after the beginning of the BPW year. Upon approval, they will be forwarded to KFBPW President for official signature and then returned to the local organization.

4) Provide each local BPW member with a copy of the current, local bylaws.

5) If the local organization has suggestions for proposed state bylaws revisions for the year, they must be sent to the KFBPW Bylaws Chair before December 1, 2015.

* Note: Article XIX, Section 6 of the model local organization bylaws states:

“When an amendment is adopted to state bylaws which affects local organization bylaws, the local organization shall automatically amend its bylaws to conform.”
Changes in compliance with this provision do not require approval from the KFBPW Bylaws Chair or the KFBPW President; however, it is a good idea to send corrected local bylaws to the Chair in order that the state organization maintain a bank of current, local bylaws.
Responsibilities of BPW/KY Bylaws Committee Chairperson:

1) Maintain the state Bylaws in a workable and updated condition.

2) Review state Bylaws for necessary revisions.
3) Review Policies and Procedures Manual for revisions.
4) Receive proposed amendments to the state Bylaws and prepare them for presentation at the state conference.

5) Forward by January 1 all proposed changes in state Bylaws to the KFBPW Executive Committee.

6) Disseminate information concerning the state Bylaws to the state membership by way of the Kentucky Cardinal, the official webpage, and/or mailings to local organization via email or snail mail.
7) Review bylaws of newly organized local organizations prior to application for their charter.
8) Notify Local Organization Presidents of all mandatory changes in the local bylaws.
9) Review local organization bylaws, which have been submitted because of amendments proposed by the local BPW members to determine whether or not they comply with state requirements. Local organization bylaws should be established in accordance with the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, using the Model Local Organization Bylaws provided on KFBPW website.
10) After consultation with local bylaws chairperson and/or local president, send amended bylaws to KFBPW President for approval. Bylaws are then returned to the local organization.  A copy of each Local Organization Bylaws is maintained by the state level.
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