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Make no mistake about it, ladies.  The Business and Professional Women (BPW) is an endangered species.  In the last BPW year alone, three locals talked of disbanding.  Face it, it is a sign of the times, but one the Kentucky Federation will fight to the end.

First and foremost, BEFORE you decide to disband, contact your state officers and Expansion Task Force and Membership Committee.  Many times, months have lapsed without a word from clubs and when we finally hear from them they have decided to disband.  Let us see if we can help BEFORE it gets to that point.

Allow us to help you review your programs, meetings, and recruitment tactics to see if we can assist in a different manner.

EXPANSION

Here are helpful steps in starting a new local.  A detailed guide can be found on the Leadership Tools CD.  The first sponsoring club will receive an award at the Annual State Conference.

1. Make a list of women who may be interested in membership in BPW, forward general information about BPW. 

2. Plan an informational session and invite women on the list and include representatives from the BPW/KY Executive Committee and the chairs of the Expansion Task Force and Membership Committee.

3. After the informational program, encourage someone to take the lead and schedule the next meeting with the hope of actually organizing a chapter.

4. The remaining steps deal with selecting a name, electing officers, creating bylaws, developing a start-up budget, etc.  Also helpful will be a timeline and some source of seed money.

Public relations is crucial.  The State Public Relations chair should be able to assist with flyers, news releases and other mechanisms to get the word out.

We are here.  Use us.  Once you hear of someone interested in chartering a new club, please contact us!

Two awards will be presented at the annual state conference.  Entries for both awards must be submitted by April 1, 2009.  Remember, new locals and student locals must charter within the BPW/KY year to be counted toward awards.

 

The Gaynelle Stum Award is presented by BPW/Hopkins County to the local that sponsors the first new local during the current year, based on the date of the charter.

 

The Ambassador Award will be presented to the region that charters the most new locals and student locals during the year.
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