LEGISLATION

Karen Galde, Co-Chair
4575 Oddville Sunrise Road
Cynthiana, Ky.  41031
Home:  859-234-2259
Office:  859-234-5671, ext.1345
Fax:
   859-234-5684
E-mail: kgalde@mmm.com
Welcome to EIA.  The task of the Legislation Chair is to Educate, Inform, and Advocate.

Education.  As Legislation Chair, learn about the issues.  Self-education is first and foremost.  Also, educate the local membership.  Resources to help in this education process include BPW/USA Public Policy Staff, media (print publications, radio, television and the Internet), state legislative staff, other organizations such as the Committee on Pay Equity, League of Women Voters, your mayor or city manager; town council, political parties and local trade and professional organizations.  Review and understand the BPW/USA Legislative Platform and our own state legislative platform.  Also, review materials available through BPW on Public Policy Resolutions, the Congressional Report Card and other information posted on the web site (www.bpwusa.org).

Become familiar with issues of interest to the local members in your town, city, county, and/or neighborhood.  Be informed and inform others.


Information.  Inform others, be it members of your local, members of the community, or others who want to be involved in the process and support the issues.  Report on the issues to the membership in newsletters and at meetings.  Use handouts.  Help facilitate public awareness by speaking to groups in the community on the issues, present workshops, hold town meetings, and issue media releases.  Keep members up to date on pending legislation.  Develop awareness among the membership that legislative action often involves a short window of opportunity.  Develop quick response mechanisms, such as a telephone tree or e-mail distribution list.  With these mechanisms, letters, telephone calls and other methods of communication can be generated on short notice.

The Legislation Chair can impact others beyond the local organization membership.  Meet with community leaders, testify on issues of importance to women at state legislatures, arrange issue-oriented discussions at meetings or on radio or television, and get out the vote on Election Day.


Advocacy.  This involves intense sales skills.  It entails convincing others to share the same point of view and support BPW issues.  As an advocate on pending legislation, encourage support for bills and candidates supporting BPW issues, and discourage support for bills and candidates not supporting BPW issues.  One way to do this is to lobby.

Lobbying

1. Provide contact information on state representatives and Congressional representatives to each member of the local organization in an accessible format such as the annual yearbook.
2. Establish a telephone tree and e-mail distribution contact list.  Legislation committee members and other volunteers are key to the success of these devices.
3. Draft letters and encourage members to send them to their legislators.  Letters can be directed to any legislator but will be most effective if directed to the legislator in the district where the member votes, or legislators to whom financial contributions have been made.  That is, individual contributions or PAC contributions.
4. Personal lobbying also is very effective.  BPW/USA provides the opportunity to meet with national senators and representatives every February during the Policy and Action Conference in Washington, D.C.  Many states hold Lobby Days.  
5. Support the candidates who support BPW issues.  Volunteer to work on campaigns.  Make financial contributions.
6. Provide the BPW/USA and your state legislative platform to local representatives.  Familiarize them with BPW and our platform.
7. Write thank-you notes to elected officials when they have supported an issue or bill that BPW advocates.  Additionally, when the legislator has taken the opposite position, write expressing disappointment in their vote/action and inquire if they needed additional information so as to have cast a more informed vote.
How can you be an effective chair?

· By demystifying the legislative process and showing members how they can and why they should participate in the process.

· Identify and explain pending and prospective state and national legislation of particular interest to women and how it relates to our legislative platform and public policy issues.

· Be responsive to the needs and requests of the membership (i.e. guest speaker at meetings, provide research and report on issues, partner with other women’s organizations, etc.).

· Collaborate with other groups that share our perspective on an issue in coalitions or partnerships.  There is strength in numbers, and BPW’s legislative strength lies in its membership.

· Work with joint legislative councils.  If one is needed, consider organizing it.

· Urge every member to become active in the political party of her/his choice.  (REMEMBER:  BPW is a bi-partisan organization.)

· Encourage qualified women to undertake elective or appointive policy-making posts.

· Maintain active and constructive channels of communication with elected representatives at the state level and in the U.S. Congress.

· Sponsor study groups to ensure an informed membership.

· Arrange forums at which speakers provide facts as a background for audience discussion.

· Work with coalitions and sponsor clinics or town meetings that are open to the public.

· Organize and participate in legislative workshops to inform members and all citizens about Congress, the public policy and legislative process, how laws are made and the rights and responsibilities of every citizen in this process.

· Discuss BPW’s state and national legislative platforms.

· Discuss changes in state and national legislative platforms and participate, if possible, as a representative to the National Legislative Platform Committee.

· Take part in state and national legislative conferences.

· Conduct a candidate’s forum prior to elections.

· Encourage members to vote.

· Register the public to vote.

· Include information on ERA, legislation and other issues in every form of communication available to your local organization.

· Hold petition drives in support of or in opposition to legislative issues affecting your community.

· Testify at all meetings on the local and state level for important legislation or the state and national platforms.

Levels of Legislative Activity:

Local Organization:  Many local organizations have taken the lead in sponsoring legislation aimed at correcting a community problem or filling a community need.  BPW local organizations have often succeeded in arousing community-wide action resulting in passage of needed legislation.  Local organizations involved in issues at the grassroots level receive practical experience in legislative action.  Local organizations often serve as an information source for members and others in the community.  

Legislators welcome correspondence and utilize much of it to support their position on legislation.  Advice from constituents informs them of the concerns of their constituency.  

It is the duty of the legislation chair to orchestrate written or verbal correspondence.

Writing to a legislator is no different when writing to a colleague or a business associate.  The guideline of etiquette and form apply.  The text should reflect an intellectual perspective ( emotions should be omitted.

1. Use the letterhead of the organization if the message is from the association.  If the letter is on behalf of an individual, use personal stationary.

2. Be well-versed in the subject matter.

3. Give accurate and validated information.  State the issue or concern, outline the effects of the legislation or lack of it, offer recommendations and request a response.

4. Address legislation simply and succinctly.  Include support documents.  Form letters are highly discouraged.

5. It is important that data and correspondence present a united front.  Have all written correspondence approved by decision-makers in the organization.

Helpful Hints in Writing Your Letters

REMEMBER THAT ANY AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE REFLECTS THE IMAGE AND CREDIBILITY OF THE ORGANIZATION.  You never get a second chance to make a first impression.

Forms of Address 

State Level

The Honorable Jacqueline Q. Public (full name of legislator)

The Kentucky State Senate (or House of Representatives)

Frankfort State Capitol

Frankfort, KY  40206

Dear Senator Public or Representative Public (use last name):

National Level

The Honorable (full name) or Congressperson (full name) 

Representative, 42nd Congressional District

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Dear Mr./Mrs. (last name):

Guidelines for Leadership Titles

The Honorable Johnetta Doe


The Honorable Jacqueline Q. Public

Speaker of the House



President of the Senate

State House of Representatives

State Senate

Frankfort State Capitol


Frankfort State Capitol

Frankfort, KY  40601



Frankfort, KY  40601

BPW/USA’S LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

BPW/USA’s Legislative Platform is adopted annually at the National Conference in July.  For several years, the platform has remained the same.  Items on the platform require a concerted effort by members:


1.  To have bills introduced on each issue;


2.  To support the legislation and ensure its enactment, and


3.  To oppose legislation that runs counter to the platform.

Contact your local Legislation Chair or me after the national conference in July for information on new policies and resolutions that were approved at this time.
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